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Dynasty - Bayreuth style
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On the 23 July the 2007 Bayreuth
Festival opens with a new production o
, QM 5MQ[\MZ[QV Odikihg "thié Vil
much-anticipated directorial debut on the
Green Hill of Richard Wagner's great-
granddaughter, Katharina. As the glitterati
make their annual pilgrimage to Bayreutl
there will be as much discussion about tt
future of the festival, as about what Katharin'u/'] LZ]V
will do with Wagner’s only comedy. And for
anyone following this soap opera closely tlige the direct connection with the compo
two things are inextricably linked. himself that gives the festival its uniquer

And a soap opera this certainly is. AOutsiders say that Bayreuth urgently ne
87, the current festival patriarch Wolfgang new direction, which would restore t
Wagner is ailing with arthritis, but continuedestival to its position as the leading venug
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2007
| AoPPROGRAMME

Auckland

Venue: Music Theatre, School of Music,
University of Auckland, 6 Symonds Street.

Sunday, 15 July 7.30 pm

Heath Lees:Tannhdusehe French and

Mallarmé’ — a look ahead to the Sydney

performance plus the launch of Heath
es) E)e\WI\;?%Okr%S XPW\W

Sunday, 9 September 7.30pm

b€TannhauseActs 2 & 3

eSunday, 2 December 7.30 pm

Edspecial Event for Christmas
he

b for

to hold on to power with a rod of iron. InWagner production in the world. Others ﬂafWeIIington

1974 he installed himself as director-for-liféyrther and suggest that other works af
while many years ago, in an interview witfrom Wagner's should be performed
the Financial Times, he described himseBayreuth.

thus: “Ich lieg und besitz” (“I'l keep what What everyone does seem to agree (

aJenue: Massey University Theatrette, Buckle S

aéunday, 26 August 4.00 pm
Aidan Lang — Director of NZ Opera:

"the Ring in the Rainforest’

h

I hold™), using Fafner's words fromQ M O tiat Qhdrige is urgently required. But w 2
to describe his own greed for power. To beill be the Siegfried to take the gold from

fair Wolfgang has guarded and nurtured?W TNOIVO' *Q\\MZ QV AO

the Wagner gold carefully. After the war hehas all but eliminated many of the poss|b

along with his brother Wieland, restoreccontenders for the throne. Wolfgang's
the reputation of the festival bringing a nevgon from his previous marriage, Gottfri
direction in Wagner production that was tdfell out with his father decades ago an
set the standards elsewhere for many yearsiow all but barred from the Festspielh
However, the past decades have seen®mWZM ZMKMV\Ta PQ[ LI]
decline in artistic standards, with trendynarriage, Eva, and Wieland’s daugh
European directors bringing radical newNike, have laid a claim to the empire,
productions to the Bayreuth stage, most dfoth have been thwarted by Wolfgang.
which have found little favour with its ultracurrent wife Gudrun, a long time secret
conservative audiences. Coupled with this tleé Wolfgang prior to their marriage, was
festival no longer attracts the best of Wagneeen as a possible successor, but this d
singers who prefer to steer clear of the politipgove popular with those outside the in
and sing elsewhere. sanctum. The problem for the family is th
With a ten year waiting list to get ticketshey are rapidly running out of options.
for Bayreuth it could be argued that there So, the golden hope for the future
has been little momentum to change. But dee Wagner dynasty lies in the hands
Wolfgang ages there is clearly some urgertty youngest of the great-grandchildr
to have a succession plan in place. The famifyatharina. Wolfgang and Gudrun both see
itself is adamant that the festival shoulddamant that their daughter should take o

unday, 30 S‘eptember 4.09 pm
R e s,
§r0und a New Book

dy

i .
uﬁhrlstchurch
d/prw@:ZA6szt\;q[@th¢a@e[, C,&lztf(bury Univers
efriday, 3 August 7.30pm
uChris Brodrick: ‘Wagner at the Movies’
i§riday, 14 September 7.30pm
NHeath Lees: ‘Wagnefannhéuséhe
sBrench, and Mallarmé’ — A Guided Tour
Adgund a New Book & a look ahead to
ethe Sydney performance
aSunday, 14 October 5.00pm
>MV]IM" <W JM KWVAZUML
offannh&dusen DVD
oA catered meal between Acts 1 & 2.
brgunday, 4 December 6.00pm
M/enue: ;QL 3IMVVMLa%[ PWUM
ver 8MZZa ;\ 8IXIV]Q

remain within their grips, as they believe it cont. over.

.Christmas Barbecue
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Wagner at the Movies Il
+PZQ[ *ZWLZQKS KWV\QVIMT PQ[ TZTQRTM QVIZWL]KQV
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In last month’s newsletter | asked for the
names of the three most used ‘classicql’
KWUXW[MZ[ QV ATU' ) NIQEZTa [\ZIQOP\ NWZ_IZL
guestion but unless you know where to loo}
one can do no better than to guess. Thes
Lla[ \PM IV[_MZ Q[ TQ\MZ|TTa I\ aw]z AvOMZ
\QX[ IVL \PM SMa \W AVLQVO \PM [WT]J\QWV Q]
e internet. Amoggst the dull, dubious

D

th ,
BINPIZQVI ?I0VMZ¥] XZWL]\K:’\IQn\é(k I’O(I l Qoh'ﬂﬁe@%&lﬁ-@io‘e\
’M]\FKPM, 7,XMZ "MzTQV ) vv'eb ?:l\eg%a‘res%i that are interesting andg
the reins believing that she has the artistiftormative, including a number that allow
and administrative skills required for the Jotg,ou to search for information about feature
However there are many who believe that shg 1 [ ) \aXQKIT [Q\M Q[ \PM 1V\MZVM\ 5WAQM
does not. While Katharina has recently takep)5iapase (www.imdb.com). It is exactly

to (I)Ipera qirth:_Tg* these debuts rf]f?j\[il? notbegfat it says: it is a database that containdw— J

well received. Her most recent efftirittico - : :

in Berlin in 2006, was roundly booed, Ieavin&J Vr?/a}\sgv'\e/zl [arQn(i;JrlLtT?fL gl f\(;r(r)n ag\og Uo[n r(leﬂcfz I\Hﬂ'e[\r% ?a({ I\tﬂeF?\/l l(;p@[[;yiw_bwa?

doubt that she can lead one of Europe’s moghe site allows you to search for all sor{§gnMa n;\aTteLer 0 tgy;r:/g 0 PO::A M oLples IOX XM

prestigious festivals. __of information about actors, directors, _ '\ .\ [ h ?(. ith A Ql .
_Whlch brings us back to Kathf_"”nayscameramen, clappers, best boys anFCG ut, by cross ¢ ;C Ing with Amazon to

directorial debut at Bayreuth. There is littlegatferst You can also retrieve informatio MM QN \PM ATU[ _MZM KWUL

doubt that all eyes will be on the openin : or video and then searching one of the
nightof ,QM %/ M QIf \ths E@M@;ﬂ@ 4bout the music. ~ world’s great video libraries, Alice’s, based
\PMV \PM ?I0VMZ NIUQTa|_QTT AVL Q\ U]JKP in Christchurch, it was possible to view well
harder to promote Katharina as successor, WArMZ AT U[ IVL KWUXQTM
leaving the possibility that the festival ma: \ over 70 for a presention.
be wrested out of their hands. This is not e JTUW[\ ITT ATU OMVZM[ 121
scenario the family would like to contemplate from drama to comedy, action to war
So, the premiere on 25 July holds far mor and arthouse to surreal! Unfortunately a
[QOVQAKIVKM \PIV R][\ | M_ XZWL]JK\QWV \W Western featuring Wagner could not be
add to the Bayreuth history. found! _ _
Atthe end of, QM 5 M Q/lakhet by O M-Z /' To get back to the question! You will

the song prize and is crowned by Eva amidstW AVL W]\ 1JW]\ \PM A g [daybl\hayagyegsed that the most
the joyful acclamations of the people. ThaVagner's music, search for Richard Wagnet!sed’ classical composer according to
question is, will Katharina be crowned too? Within a second it will present you with dhe Internet Movie Database is Richard

<PM *1aZM]\P .M[\ Q" TstBf] & RicNadWagnersxhmging from théVagner followed in descending order by
\W Y]O1[\ _Q\P XM ZdempZseritd Kdivifs antNechr@Mns. Mendelssohn, Mozart, JS Bach, Rossini
5MQ[\MZ[QVOMZ ~WV 6tZV < q ; : Gudd3eethoven.
LM[ 6QIJMT]VOMYV IVL 81Z[QNIT »?I0VMZ 1N \APM SW"QM[ ¥
_ o .ZQLla )]O][\ XU
Russian Ring in Big Apple Venue: A6 lecture theatre, Canterbury Univers

Meanwhile during July, on the other sid
of the Atlantic, the Kirov Opera under the
direction of Valery Gergiev will perform
two cycles of< P M atQheQMetropolitan
Opera, New York. Premiered in 2003 inBy clicking on the link to the composer (the
St. Petersburg this production, based opne at the top, above) you are taken to a
Russian, Caucasian and especially ScythiawM _ X1OM \PI\ TQI[\[ ITT \PM ATU[ QV _PQKP
folk mythology, has toured to such places &agner's music appears (see top of centre
Baden-Baden, Cardiff, Korea, Japan andolumn). As of the beginning of June we
Los Angeles. As youd expect our sistak|V [MM \PM &M KIQRD&ITRJIN
organisation the Wagner Society of Newre-production and will feature extracts
York have come up with a range of evenfsom 81Z[QNPM™M AZ[\ \W NMI\]ZM ?2I0VMZ
to support the Kirov visit. These range from WV X110 M VW\ [PW_V _I[ \PM ! ATU
»<PM 3QZW" :1Q¥OPQV1YEJMWiIkMTawhawbah is slightly strange
?210VMZ WV :][[QIVant\sl P,@NMKA\ M)¥L PIAM JMMV | [QTMV\ ATU
2W]zZVMa WV \PM O]L[W V¥ Following this procedure, by combining all

If any of our members have plans to be ithe information from the Internet Movie
New York around 13 - 21 July and would lik®atabase and a number of similar sites (for
information about the events, please contagkample: www.hollywood.com), | was able<PM *ZQLIT +PWZ][ NZWU 4W
Liz Lees. Ph: (09)528-1184. \W XZWL]KM | TQ[\ NMI\]ZQVO VMIWTQM _MILLQVO UW\(




Liz Lees:

Liz is the engine of the Society and
ensures that everything runs smoothly,
without any fuss. She has recently gained
an BA in French at the University of
Auckland.

George Risk

George is based in Wellington and
handles all the memberships. As his report
to the AGM shows there are times of the
year when he is extremely busy.

Juliet Rowe

Juliet is the Minute Secretary. Since
joining the Society in 1997 she has been
on every WSNZ overseas tour.

Pam Hall

Pam, along with her husband John, is a
founding member of the Wagner Society.
Her love of opera, and in particular
Wagner has developed over the last 15

Ma”armé andWagner: OMI\P AMM[ XPW\W %OESC'),EA\MTIVL OMIZTL
Music and ) XWTQKM WNAKMZ NWZ
Poetic Language AG M Report also a part-time professional opera singer.

. ) He sang role ch as ScarpiaW [ Ril
Sunday 15 July 2007 marks animportanthe Annual General Meeting of theLunZ gzwi;gwmzm <rgll"6£/itl’;l

date in the history of the Wagner SocietyWagner Society of New Zealand toolf\|Z Opera.

of New Zealand. At the Auckland meetingplace on Sunday 20 May 2007. Thq\/lichael Sinclair

Heath Lees’ book51TTIZUu IVL fAlb@NgViZ "a summary, including the ,,:

51[QK IVL 8W MAIhKE lauhehed.l erbkident’s report, for those members wrgqll/gm_tr#gjggfa\éﬁ%_scuocrﬁfgﬁIr:ir;tig]se;
This event is not only important from awere unable to be there. in Auckland. After a successful career in
Society point of view in that our PresidenFirstly there have been a couple o erchant banking he followed his passion
is contributing to Wagner scholarship bupersonnel changes. Anne Doggett retir r opera to create this wonderful internet
also from a New Zealand perspectivas Treasurer to be replaced by ‘]Ohr%source.
that, despite being such a long way awayambling and Ken Tomkin stepped

from ‘traditional’ seats of academiadown from the committee with his place The Numbers .

we can still present new information tdoeing taken by Michael Sinclair. For the AGM, Membership Secretary

add to an already large pool of Wagner _ George Risk prepared the following
publications. yagep J The Committee 2007/08 report:- )\ 51ZKP \PM V]U
The Auckland launch will begin g President: ... Heath LeeAVIVKQIT UMUJMZ[ _I[ R][\ W
promotional journey that will take Heath Vice-President: .............. Chris Brodrick PM XZM"A"QW][ aMIZ 1V \PM
to Brisbane, Perth, Adelaide, MelbourneTreasurer: ....................... John Hambling YM_ UMUJMZ] |V|/—\ WVTa |
Sydney, Wellington and Christchurch.  Secretary: .........ccocooveeeeeeueeene. Liz LeesW WV IN \\M Z\PM QV*"WQK 'V\| [ N
Academic publishing being what itMembership Secretary: ....... George Risk| JIKZQXAQWV[ _MZM [MV\ W
is, the book price is expensive, viz. £55y; . : JW]\ XMZ Lla I\ \PM XMIS
) inutes Secretary: ............... Juliet Rowe XMZKMV\ WN UMUJMZI PIL
or US$100, or NZ$144. It's available at?ommittee Members: Pam Hall [
Amazon.com, and local bookstores wil SN 'WN )XZQT Q\ PIL XI[[ML XN

order it for those prices. Bob O'Hara, Michael Sinclair | w v 1V \PM UQLLTM WN 5

However, with his author-discount, For those members outside AucklandV1\ NWTTW_ML Ja | [MKWVL
Heath can offer it to WSNZ members at ehere’s a bit of background on our TI\M Sla VMIZTa ! XMZKMV\
price of NZ$105. He has asked to make tommittee. ZMVM_ML N W_Z
clear though that the book is a ‘scholarlyHeath Lees: Membership fee
work and may not be to everyone’s liking. Hardly needs an introduction as he ighe AGM decided that there would be a
So please don't feel obliged to buy it! Buthe face of the WSNZ. Heath is Profess@mall increase in. membership fees to take
if you are interested in the subject, buyingf Music at Auckland University whereeffect next year. From 1 April 2008 the
it through the Wagner Society channehe also holds a PhD in French. He is Annual Subscription for a single member
is certainly the best deal available. He'llegular contributor to Concert FM andWill increase from $25 to $30 and from
have the ‘author’s’ copies with him whersought-after speaker on Wagner. $35 to $40 for a Family Membership.
he does the presentation on Wagnehris Brodrick:

Tannh&user and the French in Auckland Christchurch based Chris, after some

(15 July), Christchurch (14 Septemberyears in Arts administration, currently New members

and Wellington (30 September) and he’luns a printing company. His love of A very warm welcome is extended to:

be happy to sign requested messages iM@gner goes back over 30 years to hearifignothy Hawley .................... 2ZMTTQVO\)
the books at the end of the evening im<_ QT QO P\ &Y EnglishMNatitval [David Lewis .........cccceeeeeennnn. 2MTTQVO\)
each centre. Opera. John and Anne Wells ............. Auckland



President’s Report
for 2006/7

Every year | try to sum up the year inQ\%[ \PM LQ~ MZ[QAKI\QWahdok WellFkdovivvkagnét ¥étmlal Barry
just one word. This year the word thatduring our meetings and in NewsletterdMillington launched <PM ?I10OVMZ 2W
IJM[\ LM[KZQJM[ ][ Q[" L Qfradutgextheksubipaniy/ stillMWagner, bugnd again the Wagner-NZ Foundation
have passed the stage where we needitte not just Wagner himself now, nor evename to the party, this time with £1000
AVL IV QLMV\Q\a IVL ZW Jushisiidugic, batMWagred AMND Bomethingvhich got us the earnest thanks from the
s WKQM\a WN 6B ?M PI”Melse. Aislad LaBgE pre hRDN ah Wagneditors, and a pride of place in the journal’s
centres, our membership is large, anAND the Manaus performance in Brazii*MZa AZ[\ XIOM WN IKSVW_
continues to grow; we know the kinds oivas typical, but so was Chris Brodricksight also mention my own addresses to
things we do in an ordinary year, involvingVagner AND the visual arts, and latethe Wagner society of Scotland and the
regular meetings throughout the countrythis year, he will be offering the marvelloug/agner society of Toulouse, France, in
a regular, 2-monthly newsletter, and withopic of Wagner AND the Movies. | tooJanuary of this year
luck, at least one trip as a Society to séave been expanding the sorts of thingsGood results are due to good people,
a Wagner performance or event of somkdo into Wagner and AND, and earlierand believe me we have some of the best.
sort. this year, | tackled the subject of WagneBeorge Risk does ‘sterling’ work bringing
This year there were 21 meetings, &ND Bach. In an age where, increasinglyn the dollars as our Membership Secretary.
Newsletters, and last November, some 4/eryone has access to DVDs of operas anels Holborow and his team in Wellington,
members went to Perth, to attend that city’more sophisticated equipment at home, wiacluding Ann, Tibby, John, Rex and
AZ[\ MAMZ XMZNWZUIVK Mait tly on Ardgrarhe©df MsI watchingeorge, have been doing a marvellous
opera onstage. It was also a chance Wagner operas, however wonderful thejpb there, and Gloria and Garth Streat
meet with the Perth Wagner Society. UQOP\ JM 2?M VMML \W FAVChrigichRehZ cdntiu@ Nbo[ be Pillars
| think this is one of the elements oftompare different productions, or attactof the South for us, ably supported by a
LOQA"MZ[QAKI\QWYV \PI\ 1 %M toldhdt gubjals) Q KoQug On' thesmall and dedicated support group. Our
it's what we might call Closer Wagneriaras the points of familiarisation for trips tAuckland-based committee is wonderfully
Relations with Australia. It involveslive performances. served and recorded by Juliet Rowe, and
a noticeable increase in the common We can also talk this year aboutve have also been much renewed by the
activity we share and the give and tak&XZM X1 ZI\QWV[ NWZ VW \énihzZsiaktiQ ebhEipQidrs | o Maivi "Hall,
that is increasingly happening. In earliel LQ~ MZ[QAKI\QWYV WN an@Bbb O’HavhiZAnne Déggett has been
years this was mostly limited to thehinking of Dunedin, and the probablea scrupulous and unstinting Treasurer and
performances and events in Adelaide, b@stablishment of a centre there. Leslder departure is sad for us all, though it's
our society has gradually been increasirendall, our former Minutes Secretarygood to report that John Hambling has
its friendly contacts with Melbourne, PI[ JMMV AVLQVO | V]UJMEeMprepared YoMnoe Iftoin Auditor to
Sydney, and now Perth. The Wagnein her new city, and the interest suggestseasurer. Special thanks to Ken Tomkins
Society in Victoria invited me to do anthat we would do well to try to get afor his unfailing enthusiasm and support.
evening’'s presentation on Wagner antVagner Society centre going there. Thastly there's Liz your fabulous Secretary,
the Leitmotif and a good friend of ourhelp, Professor Terence Dennis at Otageometimes accused by her husband of being
Society, well-known Australian WagnetJniversity,  well-known  Wagnerian,an over-preparer. I'll tell you what though,
author Peter Bassett, has been invited ligternationally renowned repetiteur andt’s lovely being part of an enterprise where,
the NZSO to do pre-concert talks, forpianist extraordinary, has said he would bfer nearly 15 years, nothing has ever gone
81Z[ Gabtlykar, and later this year fomble to help with the “fronting” of a groupwrong. As from the next AGM, Liz and |
the Wellington Wagner concert. Thesehere, as part of the setting up. will be entering our 1% year as President
invitations have helped to increase the What else stands out over the last yeaa®d Secretary, and will be standing down
sense of joining and of trans-Tasmaifhe NZ-Wagner Foundation, on our NZWU \PM[M WNAKM[ ?M¥%ZM
sharing. By the same token, the Wagnédrehalf, presented Margaret Medlyn withof course, just moving on to a new phase.
Society in Adelaide has taken note of KPMY]M I[ W]Z AZ[\ ;KPWaWBNZ @iKalyvayZ he very important
the excellent addresses @M OV M Z |\ahd WRéh she returned to NZ, she antb us, though it needs now to be run by
Visual Artshat Chris Brodrick recently *Z]KM /ZMMVAMTL OI~M |difepedtPpErhapd KdOMEF Nople.
gave around New Zealand, and have noWagner Society concert in Wellington. In But to sum up, this report shows a spirit
asked him to speak to them on the san@hristchurch, Aidan Lang brought the WN XW[Q\Q"M LQ~ "MZ[QAKI\C
subject, probably in 2007. When we g&Amazon River Ring to the Garden City,respond to change, a harbinger of exciting
to Tannhauser Sydney later this year, weand John Pattinson did a memorablexpansion to the south, and of increased
will likely have the NSW Wagner Societyntroductionto. TaQV O ,if\KIP&htV QVA\MZVI\QWVIT XZWATM | IT
joining in with us. And, at this moment,August. Les Austin’s Wellington homagene judge it a highly successful year for
all the Australian Wagner Societies have Birgit Nilsson was another excellentPM ?;6B IVL WVM \PI\ [PW]T
shown healthy interest in my forthcomindeature to the years programme, and Q\P KWVALMVKM IVL M KQ!
book, so a tour has been organised at ttierther proof that we are increasingly abléuture. To everyone who has helped in
end of August, where | will be speaking tto diversify in home-grown speakers amy capacity, thank you very much. The
ITT AAM)][\ZITQIV KMV\ZMdIl. *ZQ[JIVM 8MZ\P society is grateful to you, and you have
Adelaide, Melbourne and Sydney. Internationally, ten tickets were maden turn every reason to be proud of your
This leads me to another area ofavailable to us for Bayreuth and this yearesnormously healthy, still growing and still
LOQAMZ[QAKI\QWV \PI\ 1 %ubky\pMyrirGskinidre nd® Qidappdintd: Irdiversifying Society.



